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Sixth anniversary of the foundation of the
(new)ltalian Communist Party

10/14/2010

Establishing socialism isthe only way out from the ongoing crisis.

Communists can completethe work interrupted in thelast century

On 39 October 2010 six years are passed since the (d&dizn Communist Party
was founded. We take the opportunity of the annsany for asking comrade Ulisse,
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General Secretary of the (n)PCIl, some questions @bthe course humanity will
follow in next years.

Q. In order to end the ongoing crisis we need toadgsish socialism. Anyway, during
the first wave of proletarian revolution, in the rBt half of the past century,
Communists did not establish socialism in any imgdist country. Why do you
think you will succeed in doing it today?

A. — The Communists, our predecessors, were net tabéstablish socialism in any
imperialist country, nor in USA, nor in Germany,mo Italy nor in any other country
of Western Europe, fundamentally because of threenected and converging
reasons. They were shortcomings in understandingigons, forms and results of
the class struggle that prevented Communists femdihg class struggle to victory.
We identified them and deduced the consequencéleof: we elaborated a more
advanced conception of the world: Marxism — Lemmis Maoism. That is why we
shall be able to advance till victory.

Which are the three reasons and which lessons eve fiom them?

1. In every imperialist country, thanks to the driof October Revolution, (1917) and
of the Communist International (founded in 191%re were created communist
parties founded upon Marxism — Leninism. They lé@ tstruggle against the
bourgeoisie at a higher level than that reachedth®/ parties of the Second
International (1889-1914). But they laid anchorec twrong conception of the world
about how socialist revolution would take placeeyihad a wrong strategy. They
thought that bourgeois society sooner or later dexiplode. Communist parties were
getting ready for establishing socialism. So satialevolution would have taken
place. Waiting for the event, the communist pariesounced on a wide scale the
misdeeds of capitalism and propagandized commuarsirsocialism as first phase of
communism; they promoted claiming struggles (tradnist or some other kind of
struggles) of the popular masses and particuldriyarkers against masters and their
authorities; they created mass organizations coimugrclaim and culture, gathered
around the communist party who was their Staff; nehtee regime allowed to do it,
where there were not fascist regimes, they padienbin the political struggle that the
bourgeois parties were leading one against ther.offfeey thought that sooner or
later, due to the events and the situations deteuniby the ruling class itself and the

preparatory action of the Communists, some peopédsllion would break out on a
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wide scale, and during it the communist party wdagdable to size the power thanks
to the work it carried out, establishing socialiamd so starting the transition from
capitalism to communism.

It was about the strategy prevailing already inSeeond International. In vain Engels
in 1895 gave the alarm and showed that, differetitgn what happened for the
bourgeois revolutions against the absolute monescand the feudal systems, by its
nature socialist revolution had to be built by deenmunist movement already within
the bourgeois society. The establishment of setratould take place only as a result
of a new kind of war that the working class and réb&t of the popular masses had to
wage already within the bourgeois society. Commtartiad to mobilize and organize
the popular masses to carry out this war untilctteation of a relation of strength able
to eliminate completely bourgeoisie’s power ancestablish working class’ power,
base and beginning of socialism.

The experience of the first wave of socialist rewoin, the successes of the
communist movement but even more clearly the defeatfered by the communist
movement despite the heroic struggles carried letis (only think to Spanish War
(1936-1939) and to the Resistance in ltaly and ¢&an the Forties), completely
confirmed Engels’ conception. Maoism elaborateddisighesis in a completed way
and called this new kind of war protracted revalnéry people’s war. This is the
strategy of the socialist revolution, effective farery country, the universal strategy
the Communists have to develop in every countritjqudarly on the base of its own
particular conditions.

The (n)PCI follows this strategy, and is making sloeialist revolution in Italy. The
Party explained this strategy in its Manifesto Paog (Chapter 3.3) printed in 2008
by Rapporti Sociali Editing House (see
http://www.nuovopci.it/eile/en/in080619.htjnl Without a right strategy, the

communist party fights blindly. It is unlikely toim Winning will be even more
unlikely in an imperialist country, where the boewogsie is stronger.
The wrong conception of the form of socialist rexmn is therefore the first of the

three reasons. The lack of a right strategy wasevad by the other reasons.

2. The second reason was the wrong conceptiondhenanist parties had of the
crisis in the imperialist era of capitalism. At theginning of 28 century Lenin

explained the nature of imperialist era and the features the capitalist system had
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taken. Anyway, no communist party of the imperial®untries deduced the
consequences as regards the nature of the genesial @f capitalism. They laid
anchored to the illustration and explanation Maaxeyof the decennial cyclical crises
the capitalist system went through in the firsttpfrthe 19" century, they kept on
using Marx’s teaching in a dogmatic way. Still tgdén the storm of the second
general crisis of capitalism, many communist paréad groups, even groups calling
themselves Maoist, facing the ongoing crisis apeaéing what Marx told about the
cyclical crises of the I century: they keep on repeating we are going ttoa
cyclical crisis like those. So they say, even ifjEls already in 1886 clearly indicated
that the latest of those crises broke out in 1867.

In the imperialist era the cyclical oscillations @conomic affairs are become more
frequent, but they are in different phases in scoantries and some others and are
mitigated: somehow are compensated by a countantdher and State intervention
in economy creates many antidotes to the ups amehglg¢social security cushions,
public expenditure, etc.). Economy always goes on ups and downs less
accentuated, but there are come in the field génasas for absolute overproduction
of capital.

These crises are due to the fact that capitalistaal use the entire capital they are
accumulating in the production of goods, becausagdeo they would extort from
workers a mass of surplus value lower than that doild extort using only a part of
it. In the cyclical crises the fall of the affaicseates by itself the condition for a
recovery of the affairs: so the ruling class of rgveountry needs only to face, by
security social cushions and by other public irgations, the most negative and
serious effects of the crisis on the popular masseson the public order. On the
contrary, the general crises can only be solvedhenpolitical plan, upsetting the
orders of single countries and on the internatidea¢l, establishing new political
systems: so or revolutions or wars or a combinatibthe two. That is why all the
measures and plans to remedy to these crises r@gan the economical plan are
bound to fail. They are only patches for takingitdel long time, while illness is
worsening.

By their nature the general crises are protractetithe protracted people’s war is the
strategy apt to these crises. The communist paofie¢se imperialist countries were
not aware of the nature of this kind of crisis,itgb of the imperialist era. This took

them to inadequate political lines. We are well @wvaf the ongoing general crisis.
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We deduced and are deducing of it the politicalsegence, in our line of political
struggle.
This was the second of the three reasons, whiclereaen more difficult the success

of the communist parties.

3. The third reason was the wrong and backwardemion of the political regimes
the most advanced imperialist countries establistretthat the bourgeoisie extended
to all the imperialist countries in the period aftee Second World War. Facing the
menace of the communist movement, starting from Sthe beginning of the 30
century the bourgeoisie gradually put into actioeyatem of economical, political,
cultural and military measures to prevent the dmwelent of the communist
movement, to prevent it from developing beyond dementary level: we
Communists call them regimes of counter prevengwelution (they are described in
our Manifesto Program (Chapter 1.3.3.). It is not possible to build thecialist
revolution without taking into account these regsimidot understanding the nature of
the new regimes worsened the effects of the tweoreaabove indicated.

We drew lessons from the failures of the first warel so we advance towards
victory with trust. The renaissance of the commumsvement is going on all over
the world, not only in our country. It takes plam® the basis of getting aware of the
reasons of the failures and of the elaboratiorhefrtecessary conception of the world
and of the line that follow from it, overcoming thdogmatism that kept the
communist parties anchored to conceptions and heésdequate to the conditions,
forms and results of class struggle.

This conception allowed us to lay down, facing pinecipitation of the general crisis,
facing its terminal phase begun in 2007, the lih¢he constitution of the People’s
Bloc Government: taking in account the level of tkeaissance of the communist
movement in our country, it is a realistic instrurnéo confront the most serious
effects of the crisis and to strengthen the renarss of the communist movement in
order to arrive at the establishment of socialima,only final solution to the ongoing

crisis.

Q. Anyway, the point is that the first socialistwatries, established during the first
wave of the proletarian revolution, came to a baade On which basis you state that
the socialist countries you are going to establighll last and will complete the

transition from capitalism to communism?

www.afgazad.com 5
afgazad@gmail.com




R. — As a matter of fact the first socialist coledy after a period of development and
great successes (the epoch of Lenin and StalihaerSoviet Union and the epoch of
Mao in China), went through a period of great deeayg finally most of them
collapsed (Soviet Union and People’s Democracyast&n Europe) or changed sides
(China).

This fact is serious but not upsetting: human Inysi® not finished. In human history
every revolution imposes itself only by attemptger@oming failures, Two hundred
years ago, in 1815, the bourgeoisie seemed deBhitidefeated. The Restoration
(Congress of Vienna) established feudal ordersnagaievery part of Europe.
Anyway, in the next 30 years, starting from 184& bourgeois revolution won all
over Europe, till the boundaries of the then Rusdtanpire and imposed itself
definitively.

The defeat suffered by the communist movement megagain to humanity the
problem it had to overcome establishing socialisra most serious form.

By its nature the socialist revolution is a tramsfation much deeper than the
bourgeois revolution. It is the end of the diviswinhumanity in classes of exploited
and exploiting, of oppressed and oppressors. dtdévision begun in prehistory and
dominates the entire human history, since more B89 years ago. Therefore it is in
the nature of things that it could triumph defwélly and on a world level only by
attempts, overcoming defeats. Humanity must discewd learn. It has to transform
itself.

Bourgeoisie cries that the communist movement le@s lmefeated once and for all:
this is a weapon of war, to prevent the renaissaiche communist movement.
People with weak character and the most backwantdopshe popular masses suffer
the initiative of the bourgeoisie. But humanity hasolve the problem created by the
new general crisis of capitalism that is ragingtlo® world level, a crisis begun more
than thirty years ago, that entered its terminasehin 2007, with the financial crisis
broken out in USA and by then become world econahtdsis. The environmental
crisis is added to the general crisis: humanitytbagve solution also to this one. It is
the first time that it takes place in humanity'sstbry. It is an outcome of the
development humanity has done in the ambit of #petalist system. It is not possible
to solve in the ambit of this system. The atteniptslo it are temporary patches or

groundless projects.
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Surely, the decay and the collapse of the firsiasist countries discourage many
people from creating new ones. Even if there iother alternative to capitalism. All
the attempts to elaborate for humanity prospeetradtive to capitalism but different
from socialism gave rise, at best, to propose agaire or less muddling project to
improve capitalism already tried in the capitalistuntries before the birth of the
communist movement 160 years ago.

The experience of the first socialist countriedaad teaches to whom studies it how
we have to go on because the new socialist cosntoald attain success, and could
overcome capitalism on a world level and definiigvelhe first socialist countries
were established in backward countries from theatpof view of development of
capitalism. Those countries were part of world ingist system, but they were not
at its head. They were oppressed countries, inathbit of the world imperialist
system. To win in those countries was quite edsiethe communist movement than
to win in the imperialist countries. It succeededaloing it despite the shortcomings |
indicated before. The victory in the oppressed tyugave a great drive to the
communist movement all over the world, also in ithperialist countries. But it was
not enough for winning at a world level. The bourigee, the other ruling classes and
the clergy, in particular the Catholic Church tisatce the end of the Tocentury
under the guidance of Leone Xl put themselves rgnthe followers of the
bourgeoisie and in service of it, and they succeéad®vercoming the threat hanging
over their system of privileges and exploitatiohaf is why today we are facing the
second wave of proletarian revolution. Somehow \&eehto start again from the
beginning, but from a higher level of experienced dmowledge: the Marxism-

Leninism-Maoism.

Let us consider the first socialist countries aed e main teachings they are giving
us. We draw them from the analysis of their inisatcesses and from the decay that
followed until the collapse or of the changing mfes.

The first socialist countries had to work as reddsafor the world proletarian
revolution. For some time they carried out thiktdut it implied that the socialist
revolution should develop in the imperialist coigdrand in the rest of the world. We

already saw why it did not develop.
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Besides, every one of the first socialist counthiad to change in order to overcome
the system of social relations in force, and goai@communism. In short, it had to
deal with the contradictions it inherited. Whichre¢he main ones? We Communists
sum up seven ones: 1. between directors and dire2tebetween intellectual and
manual labor, 3. between organizational and exeedébor, 4. between cities and
countryside, 5, between men and women, 6. betwdatisaand young people, 7.
between backward and advanced countries, regiods santors. Every socialist
country will have to deal with these contradictiomsey sum up the overcoming of
class divisions of humanity, for the productiveteys coming from them, of ideas
and feelings that in their ambit men conceive aatharate. The victory of socialist
revolutions in the imperialist countries would helpe first socialist countries in
advancing in transforming themselves.

Socialism is a period of transition, a phase of aaity’s history. Led by the working
class and by its party, it will have to find andllwind particular and concrete
solutions, country by country, time by time for adeing until founding the new

communist humanity on a world level.

Human kind is a species provided of intelligencé ahility to transform itself on the
intellectual and moral plan, to transform its sgstef social relations. There is no
doubt that it will find suitable solutions, necegstor its survival. Only the enemies,
in order to deceive and to defend the system of fivevileges, can state that it will
not find them, that it will not be able to go owke dead end in which it arrived with
capitalism. Only naive people may believe that tsahg are at hand, obvious. Surely,
they do not appear out of the blue. There are wealed truths. Human species builds
its history on the base of its experience. The camist conception of the world is the
science of current transformation. It is an expernital science.

Several times in the course of socialism, we shalltempted to give bourgeois
solutions to the problems of socialist society, dveard solutions, suggested by the
tradition and by the habit, that sometimes worlseday case, for some time. The first
socialist countries tackled victoriously imperialc®untries’ aggression, but decayed
just because there multiplied the cases in whiadgcabse of backwardness of
Communists under bourgeoisie’s influence, the neling classes gave bourgeois

solutions to the problems the socialist countrieseameeting in their development.
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Modern revisionists, from Khrushchev in Soviet Unisince 1956 to Teng Hsiao-
ping in China since 1980, promoted systematicallg tadoption of bourgeois
solutions. Multiplying and protracting through thme they drove to the collapse or
to changing sides: quantity changes in qualitysTikithe teaching that the struggle
led by Chinese Communists headed by Mao Tse tunvg ga the communist
movement all over the world.

The decay and the collapse of the first socialsintries was a tragedy. Humanity
should not be insomuch as it is today in the ecacamenvironmental, intellectual,
moral field, and in the field of social relatiomssingle countries and at a world level,
if the first socialist countries were not decayadd if the communist movement had
overcome timely its shortcomings of comprehensiorthe world, of the history
humanity is building. We were able to overcome tlmny afterwards, thanks to their
tragic experience. Anyway, we overcome them and#wve socialist countries will be
able to go on successfully for fulfilling their tosical task. That is why we are

trustfully facing the struggle we are carrying out.
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